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Dear members,
I hope this finds you and your family COVID-19 and its
variants-free and making plans to return to some
semblance of normalcy in the not too distant future!
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Marci
Purcell, last year’s Board Members, and those in the
Membership who helped bring AKA out of survival
mode and into the world of great possibilities.
Since our last newsletter, you have approved Karen
Whitaker, Tammy Whinston and Dianne Sonnenberg as
additions to our Board of Directors. So excited to again
have a full board compliment for 2021! Also, the Board
has hired Marci Purcell to fill the position of Executive
Director. She will fill this position part-time as we do
not have funds for a full-time position. The Board
believes there are a number of advantages to having an
Executive Director as opposed to having an
Administrator. Tammy Whinston will serve as Secretary;
Katherine Williams will serve as Treasurer and Chair of
the Finance Committee with Gail Whitehead as CoChair. Ty Cliffel will continue to serve as Chair of the
Conference Committee with Tamara Whinston as CoChair, and Karen Whitaker will serve as Education
Committee Chair.

The Conference Committee is gearing up for our
next virtual conference in early November (Yes, it
takes this much time to effectively bring a
conference together!) In order for AKA to stabilize, it
is necessary to enlist the help of volunteers. So, if
you have a little time you can donate to one of the
Committees you will be contributing to the support
and well-being of many. My philosophy is to have
many people doing a little bit. Please reach out to
aka@adoptionknowledge.org.
Remember to check out interesting and thoughtprovoking content on our website blog page, and on
our Facebook and Instagram pages. You can also
follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn.
Until next time, be wise and be well!
Rod

Adoptees: Our
Voices Matter
By Stephanie Drenka
“As the adoption industry migrates
to social media, regretful adoptees
and birth mothers are confronting
prospective parents with their
personal pain—and anger,” reads
the subheadline of a recent
article on WIRED.com.
I wouldn’t have expected to see
this topic covered in a
technology-focused news outlet,
but it seems these days that
there are few safe spaces for
adoptees. Whether it’s subtle
tone policing on Instagram
about who is qualified enough
to speak on issues or the nonexistence of adoptee-centered
media coverage, we are
conditioned to believe our
voices don’t matter.
They do.
Our pain and anger are not only
justified, but necessary to build
empathy and raise awareness
so we break the cycle.
This country is at the edge of a
precipice, reckoning with its
racist past and present. With the
Black Lives Matter movement
and increased awareness
around anti-Asian hate crimes,
many people seem to be waking
up. But the American story is in-

complete if it excludes
adoptees.
Transracial adoption itself is a
clear example of White
Supremacy/colonialism in
action. It is the result of a
system designed to keep
certain people at a
disadvantage while others
thrive. To determine who is fit
(or can afford) to parent. Which
country or community offers a
“better life” for children? Who
gets to decide?
And while some of us who were
adopted into White families
have a certain level of
subsequent privilege from our
proximity to Whiteness, it
doesn’t shield us from
experiencing racism or
prejudice. It also doesn’t
guarantee legal protections and
rights.
Approximately 35,000 adoptees
are living without citizenship
today. On March 4th,
Representative John Curtis (RUT) and Adam Smith (D-WA)
introduced the bipartisan
Adoptee Citizenship Act of
2021 to provide U.S. citizenship
to international adoptees
brought to the U.S. as children
but were never granted
citizenship.
People need to hear the stories
of adoptees who have been
deported to their birth
countries, including Phillip Clay,

who ended his life in 2017 by
jumping from the 14th floor of
an apartment building north of
Seoul. Phillip Clay was not
alone. A study published by the
American Academy of
Pediatrics revealed that the
odds of a reported suicide
attempt were four times
greater in adoptees compared
to non-adopted people.
We are hurting. Adoptees don’t
share our “personal pain—and
anger” for amusement; it is to
keep someone else from
experiencing the same trauma.
We can’t afford to wait until
people are ready to listen. We
must speak so loud and with
such frequency, that they hear
us regardless.
***
Stephanie Drenka is a transracial
Korean Adoptee. She is the
Communications Director for
Dallas, Truth, Racial Healing and
Transformation. In April 2019, she
launched VISIBLE Magazine, an
online publication amplifying stories
from underrepresented
communities. Stephanie’s
photography and writing have been
featured in Washington Post,
Huffington Post, USA Today, and
ABC News.

THIS TRIBE
My tribe had their identities erased.
But that is what made us a tribe.
Coming together and admitting
- sort of like AA
at the start of a meeting gave us belonging.
My tribe had their identities erased.
But sometimes they still would show through.
Like sometimes on a birthday
or caught in a mirror
we'd see someone else there
though no one else noticed.
My tribe had their identities erased
but some of us kept staring
into someone else's memory
or someone else's sympathy
or some kind of document
suddenly accessible.
My tribe had their identities erased.
But when one of us found anything
it made it more real to the rest of us.
Made it more likely to the others
that we could even have
original identities.
My tribe had their identities erased.
Some thought we'd be
better off without them.
But we helped each other
find what was missing.
And that is what made us
turned us into
why I'm calling it
why I know
I belong
to this tribe.
Penny Callan Partridge

Penny Callan Partridge is proud of being one of the early builders
of the adoption community (Adoption Forum of Philadelphia,
1973; American Adoption Congress President, 1981) but thinks
she's much better at writing poems about her own and others'
adoptee experience. She lives near Boston now and can be reached
at ppartridge9@icloud.com.

guest blogger
an excerpt from

The Adoptionland
Defensive
(2nd installment)

by anonymous

Adoptionland is a REAL place
with REAL defenses. It has
layers of protection and that is
what I want to focus on in this
blog.
Defense #2
Lifelong praising of the
cooperative “birth mom”
It feels good to be admired by
strangers; welcomed into a
circle. Just from my own
experience, a mention is made
about my daughter being
adopted, and society’s kneejerk response seems to be “oh,
you’re so selfless”. It felt ok for
the first few years. It gave me
some sense of moral
achievement, but after years it
mostly stung like a punch to
the gut. A bizarre, perverted
sense of heroism. You mean, I
was cornered, “gave away” my
child, and I’m now being prais-

ed for it?! Maybe people
should give away their children
more often. We’d all have
amazing self-respect! I have
noticed the first moms
(generally with less than 5
years experience) who tow the
line, keep the narrative, and
praise the industry; in turn get
their fair share of moral highfives. The titles of
Adoptionland royalty are still
bestowed upon these moms. If
I truly wanted to be hyperbolic,
I guess I could make some
comparison of their being
house-moms and field-moms
on Adoptionland Plantation…
but I won’t go there today.
Bottom line is that I’ve noticed
as long as you stay in your
place, you get all the adoration
you could want.
Defense #3
Character assassination of the
uncooperative “birth mom”
Heh heh. This is the one that
I’ve most recently encountered
and no where near the
extreme of other first moms
that I’ve read or talked with.
Cooperative; meaning you
keep the narrative that
adoption is beautiful, a win-

win-win situation, glowing
praises and as mentioned
previously, you will become
Adoptionland royalty. I have
to admit it feels pretty good
considering its the strained
lifeline that may be keeping
you from blowing your brains
out. Uncooperative; you step
out of line….just a hair. You
give ANY indication that the
veneer is paper thin and BAM!
Welcome to Slutsville you
druggie whore. Now you’re
thrown into the druggie-slut
group of moms that
Adoptionland is “saving”
children from. “Oh, thaaaat
birth mom. Yeah, well, she
didn’t “deserve” her kid.” Ya
know, there are so many of
these moms that are strung
out and slutty. Good luck first
mom disagreeing with a
thread of Adoptionland psych
ops, because you’re going to
be preoccupied with saving
your character, as well as
every other first mom’s,
before you can ever make a
point about how adoption
isn’t rainbows and unicorns.
Dammit! It IS rainbows and
unicorns. Its literally unicorns
farting rainbows. You’re a
druggie slut undeserving of
children if you believe
otherwise.

This submission is an excerpt from
the blog, "velvet bocephus," and is
part of a three part series of
excerpts to be featured in our
newsletter over the next few
months. For more from this
author, visit:
https://velvetbocephus.wordpress.c
om. This excerpt was reprinted
with permission from the author.

AKA Peer Support Groups - 7 pm Central Time
Birth/First Parent Group, 1st Tues of the month
DNA Discovery Group, 2nd Thurs of the month

Upcoming Events

Adoptive Parent Group, 3rd Mon of the month
Male Adoptee Group, 3rd Wed of the month
Women Adoptee Group, Last Tues of the month
AKA Book Club, 4th Thurs of the month

resources from around the web
Support Texas Adoptee Rights (Texas)
Foster Village (Austin, TX)
Adoptee Rights Coalition (National)
Born in June, Raised in April: What Adoption Can Teach the
World! (podcast for entire adoption constellation)
Concerned United Birth Parents (birth/first parent resource,
plus extended adoption community)
Heart of Texas Home Studies (Austin, TX)
My Adopted Life (national adoptive parent resource)

Board Member Spotlight
Tamara Whinston is an adoptive mom
and an ardent supporter of AKA. Tamara
began seeking a deeper connection to the
adoption community and educating herself
regarding transracial adoption after
adopting her son from Russia. Her passion
is creating a community where everyone
feels heard and valued. Tamara's expertise
lies in bringing people together for
meaningful collaboration. She enjoys
facilitating meetings, event planning, and
serving marginalized and underserved
communities. She hopes to assist AKA in its
mission of connecting members of the
adoption constellation to educational
programming and social gatherings.
Tamara has already given her time to AKA
as a member of the conference committee
for the past four years.

Dianne Sonnenberg is an international
(First Nations) adoptee who has been
active in the AKA community for several
years, after reuniting with her biological
family. She is an artist, and also serves on
the boards of the Austin Mosaic Guild and
the Texas Society of Sculptors.

Giving Tuesday

HUGE THANKS!
To Gail Whitehead & Katherine Williams
for their planning and execution of the
AKA 2020 Silent Auction. This was no
small feat in the middle of a pandemic.
The auction raised nearly $800! Thanks
also to those who bid on all of our
wonderful items and to the vendors &
individuals who donated items to the
auction! Know that you are all greatly
appreciated!
Join a
Committee! Want
to join our dynamic
team doing good work
for the adoption
community? We are
accepting committee
member applications
now. Email us for
details

aka@adoptionknowldge.org

NEW & RETURNING AKA MEMBERS
2020

Cheryl Dragel
Eileen Wright
Barbara Weisberg
Dianne Sonnenberg
Susan Burek.
Janet Legler Luft
Jennifer Cochran-Green
Dawn Scott

NEW & RETURNING AKA MEMBERS
2021

Tamara Whinston
Keri Moran
Rod and Tammy Lind
Jen Reichert
Gerrianne Waring
Melissa Salim
Fiona
EST.McInally
1989
Marci Purcell

Welcome!

Karen Whitaker
Julie Brownhill
Mary Skillman
Emelia Thygesen
Lisa Sneed
Don't see your name but
want to support our work by
becoming a member?
Visit our website
www.adoptionknowledge.or
g/membership to sign up!

Our 2020 Conference Supporters
Special thanks to Girl Scouts
Zoe S. & Bliss P. for their
hard work and dedication
to AKA and our 2020
Conference.

www.beautycounter.com/dawnscott
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SHOP FOR AKA!
VISIT AKA'S AMAZON SMILE PAGE & A
PERCENTAGE OF YOUR AMAZON
PURCHASE WILL BE DONATED TO
AKA AT NO CHARGE TO YOU.
ALSO, LINK YOUR RANDALL'S CARD
TO ADOPTION KNOWLEDGE
AFFILIATES #11125.
AMAZO N

Randall's

Thank You
for
supporting
AKA!
Contact Us:

Follow us on social media

Adoption Knowledge Affiliates
PO Box 4082
Austin, TX 78765
Phone: 512-553-AKA0(2520)
Email: aka@adoptionknowledge.org

Not an AKA Member?
Join today!
www.adoptionknowledge.org
Click on Membership
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