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AKA CONNECTIONS

From the President's Desk...
Dear AKA Members and Friends,
I hope this finds you and your loved ones healthy and
continuing to survive and thrive amid the ongoing
pandemic.
As many of you know, last month we joined forces with
Adoption Network Cleveland to present a virtual
conference, “Journeys of Discovery: Navigating the
Intersections of Adoption” which was extraordinarily
powerful and memorable.
The virtual conference celebrated the flexibility and
resourcefulness of AKA and ANC and allowed us to try
something we had never tried before and brought
together both organizations’ expertise and offer
presentations by national and local experts. The success
of the conference was made possible by the huge
contributions of AKA’s Marci Purcell, Betsie Norris of
ANC, Ty Cliffel, Conference Chair, the conference
committee and all the volunteer moderators. The virtual
platform provided by Adoptive and Foster Family
Coalition of New York (AAFCNY) under Claudia
Corrigan D’Arcy’s professional and calm stewardship
made the production seamless.
November is recognized as National Adoption Aware-
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ness Month, and AKA will mark the month with our
usual support groups and an Annual Fund Drive and
online Silent Auction, and we ask for your support in
any amount. In addition to financial support, we are
seeking a person with grant-writing experience as
well as volunteers to serve on the Education
Committee, so please contact us at
aka@adoptionknowledge.org.
The Board of Directors and I would like to thank you
for your support during a challenging year and we
look forward to celebrating together again when it is
safe to do so. Until then, we extend our warmest
wishes for peace and joy this holiday season.
All the best to you and yours,
Rod Lind, President

share all of the perspectives.
Not just the stories from
parents who cannot imagine
their life without their
adopted children.

National Adoption
Awareness Month 2020
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By Lilly Fei (

It’s National Adoption
Awareness Month (NAAM). I’m
not sure I’d go as far as
wishing you a happy NAAM,
but I just wanted to give my
annual NAAM reminders to
hold us all (yes, me too)
accountable.
NAAM began as a way to raise
awareness of children in foster
care in need of homes. The
family preservationist in me is
hoping that ALL other options,
including legal guardianship,

have been explored, but I don’t
know. More recently, private
adoption agencies and people
in the adoption community
have turned NAAM into
National Adoption Month to
promote adoption and remind
the world that adoption is a
blessing.
I don’t know everyone’s stories.
I do know that the “adoption is
a blessing” narrative is
dominant in adoption
discourse and it is not the topic
on which people need to be
educated. This is why adoptees
have begun reclaiming the
month. To share our stories and

Journeys of Discovery: Navigating the Intersections of Adoption
The session video links are on the Mighty Networks conference platform
for 90 days! If you registered for the conference you can view the session
recordings in the Mighty Networks Journeys of Discovery conference area.

Like I say every year, 11/12
months you hear the “adoption
is a blessing” and “you are a
saint for adopting” narratives.
Use NAAM to listen to new and
challenging perspectives.
Learn something new. Sit in
discomfort and recognize that
adoptees lose A LOT upon
adoption.
Consider how adoptees are a
product of a system that
refuses to listen to them. Do
not get your information on
what it’s like to be adopted
from someone who has never
experienced it. Do not only
listen to those perspectives
that make you feel warm
inside. Challenge yourself this
NAAM and help promote
adoptee voices.
Below will be my episodes on
NAAM. And check out the
channel for the NAAM 2020
video being released on
November 10, 2020!
Visit the link for Lilly's vlog:
https://youtu.be/8vroTXz9UP8

Go to "Events," and click on "Past Events." You can also find all the links
in the "Featured" area. You must have signed up for the conference
during registration to access.
*The links are for conference registrants only. For Texas professionals: If
you have questions about CEUs or certificates of attendance, please
email aka@adoptionknoowledge.org.

Check out AKA's new
calendar on our website
under the "events" section!
www.adoptionknowledge.org/
calendar

Thanks
for
giving!

FOUNDERS &
FRIENDS
MATCHING
FUNDRAISER
DEC 1-DEC 31
INSPRIED BY GIVING TUESDAY, AKA
FOUNDERS & CURRENT BOARD
MEMBERS HAVE OFFERED TO MATCH
ALL DONATIONS DURING THE MONTH
OF DECEMBER, UP TO $1,000! PLEASE
HELP AKA GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS
GENEROUS OFFER BY DONATING WHAT
YOU CAN DURING OUR WINTER
FUNDRAISER. WE REALLY APPRECIATE
YOUR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT AND
LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUING TO
SERVE OUR MEMBERSHIP AND THE
BROADER COMMUNITY FOR YEARS TO
COME. YOUR SUPPORT IS WHAT
POWERS AKA!

Matching Fund Donors
Kathryn Shelley
Margaret Levering
Rich & Rona Pogrund
Rose Blanchard
Cindy Stocking

Rod Lind
Katherine Williams
Marci Purcell
Dawn Scott
Janet williamson

Board, Staff, & Member Picks
RECOMMENDED READING
PERPETUAL
CHILD:
ADULT
ADOPTEE
ANTHOLOGY:
DISMANTLING THE STEREOTYPE (THE AN-YA PROJECT)
- DIANE RENÉ CHRISTIAN
THROUGH ADOPTED EYES: A COLLECTION OF MEMOIRS
FROM ADOPTEES
- EDITED BY ELENA S. HALL
DEAR STEPHEN MICHAEL'S MOTHER: A MEMOIR
- MARY ANNA KING
INCONVENIENT DAUGHTER
- LAUREN J. SHARKEY
I'LL ALWAYS CARRY YOU
- LINDA FRANKLIN
THE SAME SMILE
- SUSAN SOUZA

@reimaginefostercarewithjules
I was adopted from Paraguay at just
under 6 months old. At 33 years old I
tasted chipa, overheard a conversation in
Guaraní, touched a Paraguayan harp, and
walked the streets of my city of birth, all
for the first time.
People often ask me what the most
important thing to know about adopting
outside your country, race, ethnicity, or
culture is and it’s this: you are the bridge
leading a child away from everything they
are connected to and it is your undeniable
responsibility to be the bridge back to it.
Immerse not just your child, but your
entire family, your friends & your
neighbors in your adopted child’s culture,
language, food & traditions at every
opportunity. You are your child’s guide to
their origins. The adoptive parent who

never steps foot in their child’s country of origin is not
fit to parent that adopted child. Full stop.
#fridayfeelings #NAAM #adopteevoices
#adopteestories #paraguay #bridges #culture
#origins #reclamation
For more follow @reimaginefostercarewithjules on
Instagram. Shared with permission from the author.

resources from around the web
#naam edition

AdopteesOn - Podcast
Who Am I Really Podcast
Concerned United Birth Parents
Adoptee Influencers
velvet bocephus - Blog
adopteereading.com/twenty-four-adopteeauthored-books-published-in-2018

guest blogger
an excerpt from

The Adoptionland
Defensive
by anonymous

Adoptionland is a REAL place
with REAL defenses. It has
layers of protection and that
is what I want to focus on in
this blog.
Defense #1
The glowing affirmation for
Adoptionland written by a
“birth mom”
A month post-adoption, I
seriously had no business
writing about my adoption
experience. BUT…they have
to get you while they can
before the confusion wears
off and the ugly sets in. I was
nearly made a pawn of
Defense #1. I have noticed
over the last year from
scouring agency sites and
birth mom blogs that the

greenest “birth moms” play a
major role in Adoptionland’s
preservation. An agency will
post a blog, article, snippet of
a “birth mom” regaling the
wonders of adoption; these
days specifically “open”
adoption. I’ve followed some
of these birth moms out of
curiosity; many of whom no
longer blog. They seem to
havesimply vanished into thin
air. Their blogs sit dormant
for months if not years. The
agencies still use their blog
posts that may be as old as 5
or 10 years. I’ve found a few
on Facebook because I
wanted to see for myself that
they were “real” people and
not some kind of
Adoptionland plant. I notice
that the “wonders” of
adoption seem to wear off
with these first moms within
about 5 years. Many of them,
as I said, just vanish. I think
that’s when reality sinks in for
many of us. Perhaps, they’ve
simply moved on with life
and they’re doing
swimmingly. But it is hardpressed to find an agency
touting the wonders of

adoption with first moms
that have at least 10 years or
more experience. That says a
lot in and of itself."

This submission is an excerpt
from the blog, "velvet
bocephus," and is part of a
three part series of excerpts
to be featured in our
newsletter over the next few
months. For more from this
author, visit:
https://velvetbocephus.wordp
ress.com. This excerpt was
reprinted with permission
from the author.

Want to
join our dynamic
board doing good
work for the
adoption
community? We
are accepting
board
applications
during the month
of December.
Email us!

Special Thanks to our 2020
Conference Planning Committee!
Ty Cliffel - Chair
Dawn Scott
Anne Bingham
Tamara Whinston
Keri Moran
Rod Lind
Pam Greentone
Marci Purcell
Courtney Peques
Gail Whitehead
Ashley Waggoner

Betsie Norris - Chair
Nicole Cheraso
Deborah Wentz
Traci Onders
Ginger Breckenridge
Katy Ptacek
Tammy Willet
Zoe Breen Wood
Jennifer Zisk-Vitron
Amy Zlotnik
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Our 2020 Conference Tributes & Supporters

Special thanks to Girl Scouts
Zoe S. & Bliss P. for their
hard work and dedication
to AKA and our 2020
Conference.

nk

Tha

!
You
www.beautycounter.com/dawnscott

Thank
You!

Our 2020 Conference Sponsors

SHOP FOR AKA!
VISIT AKA'S AMAZON SMILE PAGE & A
PERCENTAGE OF YOUR AMAZON
PURCHASE WILL BE DONATED TO
AKA AT NO CHARGE TO YOU.
ALSO, LINK YOUR RANDALL'S CARD
TO ADOPTION KNOWLEDGE
AFFILIATES #11125.

Thank
You!
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Conference Info
Scan Here:

Contact Us:
Follow us on social media

Adoption Knowledge Affiliates
PO Box 4082
Austin, TX 78765
Phone: 512-553-AKA0(2520)
Email: aka@adoptionknowledge.org

Not an AKA Member?
Join today!
www.adoptionknowledge.org
Click on Membership
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